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ance; the third, because it is not quite relevant to the pur-
pose in view. However, inasmuch as a secondary purpose
of Part I. is to offer a background for the understanding
of Part II., an exception to the rule was made in incor-
porating from this third part the chapter entitled Classifica-
tion of the Sharif ah Values. The two purposes mentioned
will not account for every line of Part L, but it was con-
sidered expedient, at the risk of adding to the length of the
book, to make Part L a fairly comprehensive introduction to
Mohammedan law. The absence of such an introduction
in any language, more than warranted, in the author's
opinion, the few additional pages which might have been
spared the reader.

The purpose of Part II., the main part of the book, is to
present in an orderly and clear fashion the views and
opinions of the Mohammedan doctors in regard to financial
theory. Part II. concerns itself, accordingly, with theory
exclusively, purely descriptive and historical matter being
carefully avoided. The reader should, therefore, remember
that, whether or not included within quotation marks, the
views expressed in Part II. are merely the views of the
Mohammedan doctors and as such they need not always
coincide with the facts, nor agree with the conclusions
reached in Part III.

The purpose of Part III., finally, is to inquire into the
origins of Mohammedan financial practice and trace out its
relation to Mohammedan financial theory. Part III., then,
tests by the light of history the conclusions reached in Part
I. as to the theoretical possibilities.

The doctrines and views brought together in this book
are, it must be borne in mind, the orthodox, particularly the
Hanifite, and to a less extent, the Shafiite and Malikite ones.
The views of other schools are only occasionally mentioned,
not only because they have enjoyed but scant recognition,